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DETAILED ACTION 
Claim Rejections - 35 USC §112 

The following is a quotation of the second paragraph of 35 U.S.C. 1 12: 

The specification shall conclude with one or more claims particularly pointing out and distinctly 
claiming the subject matter which the applicant regards as his invention. 

Claims 1-9 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 112, second paragraph, as being 
indefinite for failing to particularly point out and distinctly claim the subject matter which 
applicant regards as the invention. It is unclear as to what the applicant is claiming by 
the measurement of "prism/sec" as "prism" is not a standard unit of measurement. As 
best understood, "prism/sec" is interpreted to be either one prism degree of rotation per 
second or one full rotation of the prism per second. For the purpose of examination, the 
term "prism/sec" is considered as one full rotation of the prism per second. 

Furthermore, regarding claim 1, last paragraph, it is unclear as to whether the 
applicant intends that the rotation speed of 5 pulses/sec. causes the change in prism 
degree at a speed of 0.1 to 1 .0 prism/sec. or whether the control means controls the 
pulse motor to drive at a speed of 5 pulses/sec. and independently changes the prism 
degree at 0.1 to 1 .0 prism/sec. The cause of confusion hinges upon the conjunctive 
"and" in the last paragraph of claim 1. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless -(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed 
publication in this or a foreign country or in public use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to 
the date of application for patent in the United States. 
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Claims 1-9 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by Augusto 
et al (US Patent 4,496,226). Augusto'226 teaches an ophthalmic apparatus having a 
rotary prism disposed in front of the eye (col. 9, lines 49-52); motor driver board that is 
controlled by a computer board to supply electrical pulses to a stepping motor (col. 12, 
lines 54-66); a microprocessor to control and set motor rotation speed and stop and 
start (col. 12, lines 65-66); a North American Phillips K82401-P2 or equivalent stepping 
motor (col. 10, lines 7-8) that rotates at a speed of 5 pulses/sec or more (col. 10, lines 
62-64) as best interpreted for the reasons stated above; and a North American Phillips 
K82401-P2 or equivalent stepping motor (col. 10, lines 7-8) that changes the prism 
degree at a speed of 0.1 prism/sec. to 1 .0 prism/sec. (col. 10, lines 43-45) as best 
interpreted for the reasons stated above. For smaller incremental prism rotation or half 
steps (col. 10, lines 67-68), Augusto , 226 teaches rotation of motor frame bracket 
relative to the adjusting plate (col. 1 1 , lines 9-11). Furthermore, Augusto'226 teaches a 
rotation transmitting mechanism that includes a prism mount that is provided with gears 
with teeth and pinion with teeth which results in a motor pinion to prism mount gear 
reduction thus reducing the speed of the rotation (col. 10, lines 38-39). Augusto'226 
also teaches designation means for controlling the prism (col. 12, lines 54-66) so that 
the full prism range configuration can be used (col. 11, lines 31-35), and the rotary 
prism is a pair of prisms that have the same power (col. 9, lines 49-52) and are rotated 
at equal angles in opposite directions (Figure. 7 and col. 10, lines 39-42). 

Conclusion 
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Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Theodore C. Shih whose telephone number is (571) 
272-7234. The examiner can normally be reached on 8:30-5:00 est. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Ali Imam can be reached on (571) 272-4737. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 




